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to be counterfeited. No wonder then that the effect was so pro-
digious, as the conversion of three thousand prejudiced Jews in
one day to the faith of a CRUCIFIED SAVIOUR, at Jerusalem,
the scene of his disgrace, and only fifty-two days after, on the
memorable day of Pentecost, Acts ii.

As the confusion of tongues at Babel was produced by the
agency of the HOLY SPIRIT, to perplex and punish the rebel-
lion of the first colonizers of the earth after the flood, by de-
feating their impious project, and hiding from them that pri-
maeval language in which the knowledge and worship of the
TRUE GOD, and the mysterious dispensations of his providence,
had been till then conveyed to righteous Noah and his family;
so was the SAME SPIRIT graciously pleased to rescind that
curse, in the fulness of time, 2500 years afterwards, and once
more bring the benighted Gentile world from darkness to light,
from the power of Satan, unto GOB ; by enabling his chosen in-
struments, the Apostles, to publish " the wonderful dispensa-
tions of GOB" to all these nations, in their own languages and
dialects, to their infinite amazement; not only for the manner,
but also for the matter of these extraordinary communications.

The gift of tongues, conferred on the Apostles, and probably
also on their original company of 120 persons, assembled with
them on the day of Pentecost, and afterwards on Paul, &c. was
various and manifold. To some was granted the faculty of
speaking in several languages to foreigners, more or fewer; to
others the faculty of interpreling what was so spoken to natives,
as remarked by Paul, who spoke a greater variety of languages
than any of the Apostles, as he had intercourse with a greater
variety of foreign nations, 1 Cor. xii. 10, xiv. 18.

This is the only gift noticed in our Lord's commission, as
being the principal and the most brilliant of all the gifts of the
SPIRIT, and the most necessary to convince unbelievers, 1 Cor.
xiv. 22, but it was accompanied with others no less necessary
for the discharge of their arduous ministry; 1. " the word of
wisdom" 1 Cor, xii. 8, or revelation of the scheme of the Chris-
tian' dispensation and future fortunes of the Church, conferred
on the Apostles, fulfilling our Lord's promise to them, John xiv.
20, xvi. 13 ; Luke xxi. 15. 2. The word of knowledge, I Cor.
xii. 8, which, as distinguished from the preceding, may denote
an extraordinary insight into the meaning and drift of the pro-
phecies of the OLD TESTAMENT, relating to the Christian dis-